








 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What are You Exporting? 



 
 

  
  
  

 
 
 

Classifying Your Item 

�e proper classi�cation of your item is essential to determining any licensing 
requirements under the Export Administration Regulations (EAR). You may classify 
the item on your own, check with the manufacturer, or submit a classi�cation 
request to have BIS determine the ECCN for you. 

When reviewing the CCL to determine if your item is speci�ed by an ECCN, you 
will �rst need to determine in which of the ten broad categories of the Commerce 
Control List your item is included and then consider the applicable product group. 





 

If there is an “X” in the box based on the reason(s) for control of your item and the 
country of destination, a license is required, unless a License Exception is available.  
Part 742 of the EAR sets forth the license requirements and licensing policy for most 
reasons for control. 

Example 

Question: You have polygraph equipment classi�ed as 3A981 
for export to Honduras. Would you be required to obtain 
an export license from the Department of Commerce before 
selling and shipping it to your purchaser? 

Answer: Yes. 3A981 is controlled for Crime Control (CC) 
reasons under CC Column 1 and the Country Chart shows 
that such items require a license for Honduras. 

If there is no “X” in the control code column(s) speci�ed under your ECCN and 
country of destination, you will not need an export license unless you are exporting 
to an end-user or end-use of concern. 

Example 

Question: You have polygraph equipment classi�ed as 
3A981 for export to Iceland. Would you be required to 
obtain an export license from the Department of Commerce 
before selling and shipping it to your purchaser? 

Answer: No. 3A981 is controlled for Crime Control (CC) 
reasons under CC Column 1 and the Country Chart shows 
that such items do not require a license for Iceland unless 
you are exporting to an end-user or end-use of concern. 



         

Who will receive your item? 
Certain individuals and organizations are prohibited from receiving U.S. exports 
and others may only receive goods if they have been licensed, even items that do not 
normally require a license based on the ECCN and Commerce Country Chart or 
based on an EAR99 designation. You must be aware of the following lists: 

Entity List – EAR Part 744, Supplement 4 – A list of parties whose presence in 
a transaction can trigger a license requirement under the Export Administration 
Regulations. �e list speci�es the license requirements that apply to each listed party. 
�ese license requirements are in addition to any license requirements imposed on 
the transaction by other provisions of the Export Administration Regulations. 

Treasury Department Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons List – 
A list maintained by the Department of Treasury’s O�ce of Foreign Assets Control 
which administers and enforces economic and trade sanctions against targeted 
foreign countries, terrorism sponsoring organizations, and international narcotics 
tra�ckers. 

�e Unveri�ed List is composed of �rms for which BIS was unable to complete an 
end-use check. Firms on the unveri�ed list present a “red �ag” that exporters have a 
duty to inquire about before making an export to them. 

Denied Persons – A list of those �rms and individuals whose export privileges 
have been denied is available on this website. You may not participate in an export 
or reexport transaction subject to the EAR with a person whose export privileges 
have been denied by the BIS. Note that some denied persons are located within 
the United States. If you believe a person whose export privileges have been denied 
wants to buy your product, you must not make the sale and report the situation to 
BIS’s O�ce of Export Enforcement. If you have questions about Denied Persons, 
you may contact BIS’s O�ce of Enforcement Analysis at (202) 482-4255. 

What will your item be used for? 
Some end-uses are prohibited, while others may require a license. For example, you 
may not export to certain parties involved in the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction (e.g., nuclear, biological, chemical) and the missiles to deliver them, 
without speci�c authorization, no matter what your item is. For more information 
on prohibited end-uses, please refer to Part 744 of the EAR. 
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WAYS TO EXPORT 

Authorization to export is determined by the transaction: what the item is, where 
it is going, who will receive it, and what it will be used for. �e majority of U.S. 
commercial exports do not require a license. 

NLR – (“No License Required”) 

Most exports from the United States do not require a license, and may be 
exported under the designation “NLR.” Except in those relatively few 
transactions, when a license is required because the destination is under 
embargo or because of a proliferation end-use or end-user, no license is 
required when: 

1. �e item to be shipped is not on the CCL (i.e., it’s EAR99); or 

2. �e item is on the CCL but there is no “X” in the box on the 
Country Chart under the appropriate reason for control column 
on the row for the country of destination. (See the country chart 
example above.) 

In each of these situations, you would enter “NLR” on your export documents. 

License Exception 

If a license is required for your transaction, a license exception may be 
available. License Exceptions, and the conditions on their use, are set forth 
in Part 740 of the EAR. If your export is eligible for a license exception, you 
would use the designation of that license exception (e.g., LVS, GBS, TMP) on 
your export documents. 

License 

If your item requires a license to be exported, you must apply to BIS for 
an export license. If your application is approved, you will receive a license 
number and expiration date to use on your export documents. A BIS-issued 
license is usually valid for 24 months. 
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WHERE TO GET ASSISTANCE 

A good starting point for information on export licensing requirements and the 
regulations is to attend one of our export control seminars. A list of upcoming 
seminars is posted on the BIS website at www.bis.doc.gov. 

For counseling assistance, you may call one of our export counselors at 202-482-4811 
(Washington, DC), 949-660-0144 (Western Regional O�ce), or 408-998-8806 
(Northen California). You may also register to receive email noti�cations of 
upcoming seminars. 

SUMMARY OF STEPS TO TAKE 
TO PROCESS YOUR EXPORT 

�t�� �&�O�T�V�S�F �U�I�B�U �Z�P�V�S �F�Y�Q�P�S�U �J�T �V�O�E�F�S �6���4�� �%�F�Q�B�S�U�N�F�O�U �P�G �$�P�N�N�F�S�D�F �K�V�S�J�T�E�J�D�U�J�P�O�� 

�t�� �$�M�B�T�T�J�G�Z �Z�P�V�S �J�U�F�N �C�Z �S�F�W�J�F�X�J�O�H �U�I�F �$�P�N�N�F�S�D�F �$�P�O�U�S�P�M �-�J�T�U�� 

�t�� �*�G �Z�P�V�S �J�U�F�N �J�T �D�M�B�T�T�J�ë�F�E �C�Z �B�O �&�Y�Q�P�S�U �$�P�O�U�S�P�M �$�M�B�T�T�J�ë�D�B�U�J�P�O �/�V�N�C�F�S �	�&�$�$�/�
�
 
identify the Reasons for Control on the Commerce Control List. 

�t�� �$�S�P�T�T���S�F�G�F�S�F�O�D�F �U�I�F �&�$�$�/ �$�P�O�U�S�P�M�T �B�H�B�J�O�T�U �U�I�F �$�P�N�N�F�S�D�F �$�P�V�O�U�S�Z �$�I�B�S�U �U�P 
see if a license is required. If yes, determine if a License Exception is available 
before applying for a license. 

�t�� �&�O�T�V�S�F �U�I�B�U �O�P �Q�S�P�I�J�C�J�U�F�E �F�O�E���V�T�F�S�T �P�S �F�O�E���V�T�F�T �B�S�F �J�O�W�P�M�W�F�E �X�J�U�I �Z�P�V�S �F�Y�Q�P�S�U 
transaction. If prohibited end-users or end-uses are involved, determine if you 
can proceed with the transaction or must apply for a license. 

�t�� �&�Y�Q�P�S�U �Z�P�V�S �J�U�F�N �V�T�J�O�H �&�"�3���� �P�S �U�I�F �D�P�S�S�F�D�U �&�$�$�/ �B�O�E �U�I�F �B�Q�Q�S�P�Q�S�J�B�U�F 
symbol (e.g., NLR, license exception, or license number and expiration date) 
on your export documentation (e.g., Automated Export System (AES) record). 
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APPLYING FOR AN EXPORT LICENSE 

If an export license is required, you may submit an export license application via 
the on-line Simpli�ed Network Application Process Redesign (SNAP-R)



EXPORTER’S RESPONSIBILITY 

Exporters should review BIS’s 



O�ce of Exporter Services (OExS) 
Outreach and Educational Services Division 

Room 1099D 
14th St. & Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC  20230 
O�ce: (202) 482-4811 
Fax: (202) 482-2927 

OExS Western Regional O�ce 






