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THE 2014–15 INFLUENZA SEASON 
HAS ARRIVED 

A routine annual influenza vaccination is 
recommended for all persons with sickle cell 
disease aged 6 months or older who do not have 
contraindications. �$���Y�D�F�F�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�]�D��
is particularly important for persons who are at an 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���U�L�V�N���I�R�U���V�H�Y�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�]�D����
Adults and children with sickle cell disease who have 
chronic lung (including asthma), heart (except isolated 
high blood pressure), kidney, and liver conditions, along 
with diabetes, strokes, or loss of spleen function should 
�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���À�X���Y�D�F�F�L�Q�H�� 

Timing of Vaccination 

In general, health-care providers should begin offering 
�W�K�H���À�X���Y�D�F�F�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���V�R�R�Q���D�I�W�H�U���L�W���E�H�F�R�P�H�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G����
if possible, by October. All children aged 6 months 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�������\�H�D�U�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���À�X���Y�D�F�F�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�Z�R���G�R�V�H�V�����7�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G��
�G�R�V�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���F�R�P�H���I�R�X�U���Z�H�H�N�V�����R�U���O�D�W�H�U�����D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W����

http://www.cdc.gov/flu


 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Support Passage of the 
Sickle Cell Treatment Reauthorization Act 

(SCTA), H.R. 5124 
On July 16, 2014, in our 
nation’s capital, a bipartisan 
group of legislators, led by 
Representative Danny Davis 
(D-IL) and Michael C. Burgess 
(R-TX) introduced to the House 
of Representatives Sickle Cell 
Treatment Reauthorization Act, 
H.R. 5124. This legislation 
supports programs for research, 
surveillance/monitoring, 
prevention, and treatment of 
sickle cell disease (SCD) for 
another four years. 

SCTA Reauthorization, H.R. 5124 
aims to establish full funding for 
25 Sickle Cell Treatment Centers 
throughout the United States and 
provide continued support of a 
National Evaluation Center that 
focuses on de�ning best practice 
standards, treatment protocols, and 

educational materials on sickle 
cell disease. The bill proposes to 
expand the eligibility of medical 
and psychosocial support services 
for individuals affected with 
SCD beyond Federally Quali�ed 
Health Centers to community 
based organization collaborative 
programs. The bill seeks 
authorization for the Centers for 
Disease Control as the funding 
agency for the continuation 
and establishment of the 
Hemoglobinopathies Surveillance 
system program and SCD public 
health promotion initiatives. 

This is just the beginning of an 
uphill climb. The next step is to 
secure introduction of the SCTA, 
H.R. 5124 in the Senate167 TD [(o,j T* [(agenc -0To1 )Tj T* [(ba3s71ckle Cell )]TJ -0.055 T7 TD [(uphilw[(agenc -0munity )T)6xt nd )Tjport se for

https://sicklecelldisease.org
www.scdaa
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2014 Annual Blood Drive: 
Success Through Community 
Collaboration 
�7�K�H���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���E�O�R�R�G���G�U�L�Y�H���²���K�H�O�G��
�G�X�U�L�Q�J���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�L�F�N�O�H���&�H�O�O���$�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���0�R�Q�W�K���²��
was once again a huge success. With a goal to 
�F�R�O�O�H�F�W���������X�Q�L�W�V�����������X�Q�L�W�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G���D�I�W�H�U��������
individuals registered for the drive. 

Four donors gave what was equivalent to two 
units using the ALYX procedure. Each unit of 
blood obtained was separated into red cells 
and plasma, possibly touching the lives of 
159 individuals. 

�7�K�H���G�U�L�Y�H���Z�D�V���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���8�6�$ 
�&�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���6�L�F�N�O�H���&�H�O�O���&�H�Q�W�H�U�����$�O�S�K�D���3�K�L��
�$�O�S�K�D���)�U�D�W�H�U�Q�L�W�\�����,�Q�F�������)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q���3�U�L�P�D�U�\���+�H�D�O�W�K��
�&�H�Q�W�H�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���6�L�F�N�O�H���&�H�O�O���'�L�V�H�D�V�H���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����0�R�E�L�O�H���&�K�D�S�W�H�U�����7�K�L�V���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S��
�E�H�J�D�Q���Q�L�Q�H���\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R���D�Q�G�����R�Y�H�U���P�D�Q�\���\�H�D�U�V�����K�D�V��
affected many lives. 

There was overwhelming support from the 
�0�R�E�L�O�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����6�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���E�O�R�R�G��
drive included the Episcopal Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Classic Corvette Club, 
Edith Mitchell Health Initiative, Student 
National Medical Association, students from 
the University of South Alabama Physician 

Assistant Program and from the Leadership 
Scholarship Program, the Alpha Elites and the 
�0�R�E�L�O�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�W���O�D�U�J�H�����7�K�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���V�S�L�U�L�W��
�U�D�Q���K�L�J�K�����D�V���W�K�H���(�S�L�V�F�R�S�D�O���&�K�X�U�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���*�R�R�G��
Shepherd and students in the USA Physician 
Assistant Program led the way with the largest 
�Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���G�R�Q�R�U�V�� 

�,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���E�O�R�R�G�����F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���K�H�O�S�H�G���E�\���U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J���G�R�Q�R�U�V�����V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J��
�U�H�I�U�H�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���S�U�L�]�H�V�����7�K�H��
sponsors would like to thank the many local 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���Z�K�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G����
Thank you for your cooperative spirit, 
dedication, and continued support. Thank 
you for giving the “Gift of Life” through a 
donation of blood.  We hope to see you and 
�\�R�X�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H�������������E�O�R�R�G���G�U�L�Y�H�� 

�7�K�H�������������%�O�R�R�G���'�U�L�Y�H���L�V���W�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G��
�I�R�U���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�����6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������������D�W���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q��
�3�U�L�P�D�U�\���+�H�D�O�W�K���&�H�Q�W�H�U���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�W�������������0�/�.��
�'�U�L�Y�H�����0�R�E�L�O�H�����$�O�D�E�D�P�D����
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USA Comprehensive Sickle Cell Center’s 
Newest Team Member 

The USA Comprehensive �V�K�H���Z�D�V���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���Q�X�U�V�L�Q�J��
Sickle Cell Center invites you to faculty to receive the Spirit of 
join us in welcoming the newest Nursing Award. As part of the 
�P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���R�X�U���W�H�D�P����team at the Comprehensive 
�0�V�����7�¶�6�K�H�P�L�N�D���3�H�U�U�\�P�D�Q�����5�1�� �6�L�F�N�O�H���&�H�O�O���&�H�Q�W�H�U�����0�V����

Perryman will serve as nurse 
Ms. Perryman came to the 

coordinator of the Pediatric to 
Sickle Cell Center from USA 

Adult Care Transition Program. 
Children’s and Women’s 

She will also assist with 
�+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�����Z�K�H�U�H���V�K�H���Z�R�U�N�H�G���I�R�U��

pharmaceutical clinical trials and 
the last seven years caring for 

help to coordinate care for adults 
�K�L�J�K���U�L�V�N���R�E�V�W�H�W�U�L�F�V�����J�\�Q�H�F�R�O�R�J�\��

receiving outpatient treatment. 
and oncology patients. Ms. 

�0�V�����3�H�U�U�\�P�D�Q���P�D�\���E�H���U�H�D�F�K�H�G��
Perryman has an Associate’s 

�D�W�������������������������������� 
�'�H�J�U�H�H���L�Q���1�X�U�V�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���%�L�V�K�R�S��
�6�W�D�W�H���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���&�R�O�O�H�J�H�����I�U�R�P��We are excited to have Ms. 
�Z�K�L�F�K���V�K�H���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�G���L�Q��������������Perryman join us. 
�:�K�L�O�H���S�X�U�V�X�L�Q�J���K�H�U���V�W�X�G�L�H�V����

IMMUNIZATION UPDATE: PREVNAR 13 
�7�K�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���'�L�V�H�D�V�H���&�R�Q�W�U�R�O 
and Advisory Committee on 
�,�P�P�X�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���3�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���D�U�H���Q�R�Z 
recommending that individuals 
�������\�H�D�U�V���R�U���R�O�G�H�U���Z�L�W�K���V�L�F�N�O�H���F�H�O�O 
disease receive the Prevnar 
�������Y�D�F�F�L�Q�H�����3�U�H�Y�Q�D�U���������Z�D�V 
implemented in the pediatric 
�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���������������:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H 
�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���3�Q�H�X�P�R�Y�D�[���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q 
�I�R�X�Q�G���W�R���E�H���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W 
potentially life threatening infections 
�G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���E�D�F�W�H�U�L�D�����V�W�U�H�S�W�R�F�R�F�F�X�V 
�S�Q�H�X�P�R�Q�L�D�H�����3�U�H�Y�Q�D�U���������Y�D�F�F�L�Q�H 
�K�D�V���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O 
protection. Please contact your 
healthcare provider for more 
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���3�U�H�Y�Q�D�U�������� 
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mailto:rbanks@southalabama.edu



